Geometry Syllabus

Ms. Baldree
2012-2013
Course Description and Outcomes

Course Title: Geometry
GRADE LEVEL: 9-12
CODE: MAG401
COURSE LENGTH: 36 weeks

Major Concepts/Content: This course is designed to develop and promote student reasoning and problem solving involving geometric concepts and properties. Topics of study will include deductive reasoning using points, lines, and planes; segments, angles and triangles; quadrilaterals; polygons; and three-dimensional figures. Algebraic concepts are integrated with the geometric concepts throughout the course. Applications to real life situations are prevalent throughout the course.

Major Instructional Activities: Instructional activities include teaching students to plan, organize, and complete various forms of proofs using deductive reasoning. This course involves inductive reasoning, extended projects, classroom presentations by students, open-ended investigations, and written justification by students of the solution to the problems. Cooperative learning techniques and appropriate technology should be utilized throughout the course. Students should have access to calculators at all times.

Major Evaluative Techniques: Many evaluative processes will be used to assess student’s written and oral work. These include but are not limited to multiple-choice, short-answer, discussion, or open-ended questions; structured or open-ended interview; homework; projects; journals; essays; dramatization; and class presentations. Students will also be required to successfully complete written tests, which present problems with a range of difficulty based upon expectations for the course. Testing formats will include restricted time tests, take-home tests, oral tests and student produced tests. Assessment methods can be supplemented by student-produced analysis of problem situations, solutions to problems, reports on investigations, and journal entries. Students will be provided the opportunity to do chapter projects that capture the concepts and skills presented throughout the chapter unit that emphasizes real world situations

Essential Expectations: Upon successful completion of Geometry, the student should be able to:

· Use undefined terms of point, line, and plane in the Euclidean system 

· Use basic geometric terminology accurately, and deduces information about basic geometric figures in solving problems

· Simplify radicals when working with the Pythagorean Theorem and special right triangles 

· Dilate geometric figures in the coordinate plane 

· Prove or disprove conjectures about properties of geometric figures symbolically and with concrete materials 

· Solve practical problems by applying properties of lines, planes, angles, and arcs 

· Use congruence and similarity in describing relationships between figures (including polygons, angles and sides of figures) 

· Compare figures in terms of their symmetries using, for example, concepts of reflection, rotation, and translation 

· Applies properties of general and special right triangles to solve practical problems 

· Use trigonometric functions and special right triangle ratios to solve practical right triangle problems 

· Classify and analyze geometric figures and proves simple things about them using deductive methods 

· Use and understand relationships created by parallel lines and their transversals 

· Explore geometry using paper folding and computer software 

· Derive and use distance, slope, and mid-point formulas 

· Organize, analyze, and display single-variable data 

· Formulate hypotheses to answer a question and uses data to test hypotheses 

· Recognize dependent and independent events in probability situations 

· Utilize algebraic methods to find missing information about sides, segments, and angles in geometric figures 

· Measure angles and segments and calculates areas and volumes 

· Construct geometric figures using a straight edge and compass (and/or Mira, Patty Paper) 

Faculty Bio: 

I attended the University of Texas where I earned  Bachelor degrees  in Spanish and Math. Subsequently I attended the University of Hawaii and Michigan State University for a Master’s degree in Educational Administration.  While in DoDDS, I have taught in Japan, and Germany.  I’ve taught Calculus, Analysis, Algebras I and II, Spanish, Science and ESL, and have recently returned from a year deployment to Afghanistan.
Contact Info:

DSN: 480-1970

E-mail:  julie.baldree @eu.dodea.edu
I am always willing to speak with you about your child’s progress.  If you would like to meet with me concerning your child, please let me know and we can set up a time.

I am available to meet with students outside of instructional time in the classroom number 420 during the following times:

Seminar Period

Before School (Most Days)

During Lunch (Most Days)

After School (Most Days)

Please make an appointment if you would like to be sure that I will be available before school, during school, and after school.
Participation:


In-class participation is encouraged, recommended, and crucial to success.  Students are expected to be in class on time.  It is also expected that each student will have minimal absences.  Please see below for the tardy and absent policy.  Students will be asked to engage in individual, whole group, and small group work and discussions.

Tardy and Absence Policy: 


Please try to limit absences whenever possible.  If a student knows they will be absent, please submit a note that details the name of the student and the dates expected to be missed.  I will be sure to get the work for the student.  I follow DoDEA policy regarding absences, one day to make up work for every day absent.

All students are expected to be in class on time.  Tardies will be recorded and monitored.  

Required Items for Class:

· Text Book – Each student is expected to bring his/her text book each class session.
· Title: Geometry
· Publisher:  Prentice Hall 

· Copyright: 2011

· Notebook – Each student must have a notebook with paper to take notes and participate in course activities.  

· Taking notes is an important step in being successful in this class.  Taking notes in the Cornell style is recommended.  It is expected that students will take notes during each lesson and during any video tutorials assigned.

· Writing Utensils – Each student is responsible for bringing their own pencils.

· Red Pen – These will be needed when grading assignments in class. 

Highly Recommended:

· Calculator –Scientific calculator or graphing calculator is preferred.  
· Colored Pencils/Markers – For special lectures and selected enrichment projects.

· Compass, Protractor & Ruler – Many lectures and projects will use these tools.  

Online Options and Activities

· Students will be able to access their online text through www.pearsonsuccessnet.com .  Login information will be given to students the first week of school. 

· Activities will be assigned through this program.  It is important that all students have access to these online activities.  If you think there might be a problem accessing these activities, please let me know within the first few weeks of school. 

· The online activities have a lot of student resources that can aid the student’s progress through the course.

Class Rules:
1. Follow Directions.

2. Respect other people and their belongings.

3. All school rules will be enforced.

Discipline Policy:


It is my hope to solve any discipline issues or misunderstanding without 

administrative interventions. This is my general procedure unless the behavior is 

so disruptive that immediate removal from my class is necessary.

· 1st infraction

Verbal warning

· 2nd infraction

Seating change

· 3rd infraction 

One-on-one discussion, parent notification

· 4th infraction

Conference with parent(s)
Grading Scale:

100% - 90%

A




89% - 80%

B





79% - 70%

C


69% - 60%

D

59% and below
F
Grading Guidelines:

· All grades will be processed in the online Gradespeed program.  
· Assignments not found in the book will be attached to assignments in Gradespeed whenever possible.
· GRADES CAN BE IMPROVED!

· Online/computer activities and practice problems/standardized test prep questions can be corrected and turned in full credit.

· Quizzes and tests can be corrected for full credit.  (Test repair sheets must be completed for tests.)

· All missing assignments and/or corrections can be turned in by the Monday of the week that grades are due.

· Corrections must be turned in within a timely manner.  No corrections will be accepted for a chapter after the next chapter’s test has been taken.  (Ex:  A student may not correct any assignments for Chapter 4 if he/she has already taken the Chapter 5 test.)

· There will not be cumulative Semester Exams given.  Rather, the students will be asked to complete a cumulative Quarter Exam.  The grade will be part of their quarter grade.
· All grades will be points based, and a total points weighting system will be used.

Flipped Instruction:


I practice flipped instruction in my classes.  This means that the students are asked to “pre-teach” themselves the lesson through tutorial videos and guided computer practice (this can also be done by noting and working problems in the book), and then answering a few comprehension questions before we meet for each class.  During class, I will briefly reteach the material, ask for questions, and spend the remainder of class checking on the progress of each student as they work out practice problems.  If you have any questions concerning this practice, please let me know.
Correction Policy:

· ANY and ALL assignments can be made up within a timely manner.  No corrections will be accepted for a chapter after the next chapter’s test has been taken.  (Ex:  A student may not correct any assignments for Chapter 4 if he/she has already taken the Chapter 5 test.)
· Corrections/Late work will be accepted until the Monday of the week that grades are due.  

· Corrections are an all or nothing deal.  Students must correct all of the missed items if they want the assignment to be regraded.  
· Finally, Ms. Baldree has the right to refuse this correction privilege to any student who abuses it.  If she feels that you are abusing the correction policy or using it excessively, she will revoke the right for you to use it.  She will notify you and your parents if this is the case.

· Homework

Since your homework will be to watch videos and take notes, there will be no corrections for these assignments.

· Lesson Quizzes

You will need to retake the quiz when you feel you understand the material for the lesson.  You will need to show all work when completing your corrections.  Your requiz questions will not be the same, but they will cover the same concepts.

· Chapter Tests

You will need to retake the test when you feel you understand the material for the chapter.  You will need to show all work when completing your corrections.  Your retest questions will not be the same, but they will cover the same concepts.

· Vocabulary Tests

You will need to retake the test when you feel you understand the vocabulary for the chapter. Your retest questions will not be the same, but they will cover the same chapter vocabulary.
· Project/Performance Tasks

Doing corrections on these activities can be time consuming.  Please be prepared to correct all of the task or none of it.  At times, this means completely redoing the activity.  A copy of the activity will be attached to the assignment in gradespeed.  Please print it out and correct it at your convenience.  
Course Outline:

First Semester


Quarter 1

1. Tools of Geometry (weeks 1-3)
2. Reasoning and Proof (weeks 4-6)
3. Parallel and Perpendicular Lines (weeks 7-9)
Quarter 2

4. Congruent Triangles (weeks 10-12)
5. Relationships Within Triangles (weeks 13-15)
6. Polygons and Quadrilaterals (weeks 16-18)
Second Semester

Quarter 3

7. Similarity (weeks 19-21)
8. Right Triangles and Trigonometry (weeks 22-24)
9. Transformations (weeks 25-27)
Quarter 4

10. Area(weeks 28-30)
11. Surface Area and Volume (weeks 31-33)
12. Circles (weeks 34-36)

The students will be given assignment calendars at the beginning of each unit.  The calendar will detail when homework assignments are due and when tests/quizzes will be given.

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Communication between parents and teacher is vital for providing each student an enriching and successful academic experience.  It is my goal to promote an enthusiastic and fruitful learning environment, which enables each student to succeed.  Feel free to contact me through e-mail or the front office.  

DSN: 480-1970
E-mail:  julie.baldree@eu.dodea.edu
Please review this syllabus with your son/ daughter, sign below, and return the lower portion by September 5th (Black) or September 6th (Gold).

Geometry Syllabus

Ms. Baldree
2012-2013
Student Name (print) ___________________________________________

We have reviewed the attached syllabus and understand what is expected for the upcoming school year.

____________________________

           __________________________

Student Signature




             Parent Signature

Parents,


Please provide a good contact email address and telephone number.

Email: _____________________________________     Phone: _____________________________


